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CONFIDENTIAL BUENOS AIRES 2969 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: PINS, AR 

SUBJECT: PAYMENTS BY AMERICAN COMPANIES TO GUERRILLA ORGANIZATIONS 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 2820 

1 . HIGH OFFICIAL OF OFFICE OF PRESIDENCY TOLD EMBOFFS APRIL 2 1 THAT 
UNITED STATES BUSINESSES IN ARGENTINA WERE AMONG THOSE WHO HAD 
PAYED PROTECTION MONEY TO LEFTIST EXTREMIST GROUPS INCLUDING 
MONTENEROS AND ERP, AT LEAST BEFORE MILITARY COUP OF MARCH 1976. 

HE DECLINED TO NAME SPECIFIC COMPANIES. ACCORDING TO THIS SOURCE, 
ASSASSINATIONS OF EXECUTIVES OF BOTH ARGENTINE AND FOREIGN 
COMPANIES SINCE COUP ARE DUE IN PART TO REFUSAL OF COMPANIES TO 
CONTINUE TO PAY PROTECTION MONEY AFTER CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT. 

2. OFFICIAL INDICATED THAT GOA HAS NOT DECIDED UPON POLICY TO 
BE ADOPTED TOWARD SUCH COMPANIES. 
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